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thority, is said to have been formed from
the brilliant glances which radiated from
the eyes of the assembled gods. Her form
was of exquisite beauty, and the deities
from whom she was derived, bestowed on
her a variety of armour and ornaments,
and sent her forth with power to conquer
vice, and exterminate the race of Rakhust,
or demons, from the earth. On the de-
parture of the great goddess, after many
successful enterprises, from the scene of her
victories, she enjoined her followers to pro-
pitiate her power on certain days, pro-
mising to secure them health, wealth, and
good fortune. The festival of the Dusrah,
is now celebrated on the days appointed
by the goddess, and is solemnized with
prayers, sports, and warlike exercises. In
Western India, the Dusrah is most strictly
kept at Poonah, where, during the Peish-
wa's time, the priesthood exercised the
highest influence. A very superb temple,
erected on a considerable elevation, and
commanding a magnificent view of Poo-